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The Rivers 
“And he 
shall be 
like a 
tree 
planted 
by the rivers of wa-
ter, that bringeth 
forth his fruit in his 
season; his leaf al-
so shall not wither; 
and whatsoever he 
doeth shall pros-
per.”   Psalm 1:3 
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Rivers of Water Church 
family, we’ve had a 
rough five years, but 
God has brought us 
through.  I think we’ve 
got our footing back 
and we’re pressing 
ahead.  In this third 
month of the New 
Year, 2024, my 
thoughts go to ‘what 
shall I render’ for all 
the goodness of God 
that has brought us 
this far (Psalm 116: 1, 5
-9, 12-14, 17-18). 

I was listening to the 
testimony of Nicole C. 
Mullen regarding over-
coming grief.  Her Dad 
transitioned in Decem-
ber of 2016.  She first 
talked about all he was 
to her and the family 
and how we may think 
of God in how we relate 
to our Dads.  To sum-
marize, she spoke of 
her Dad as a great 
man, good Father who 
loved her mother for 
54 years and a godly 
man.  She said if our 
Dads covered us, we 
feel covered but if they 

didn’t then we feel 
naked.  According to 
her, as God’s repre-
sentative in the fami-
ly, her Dad did not 
disappoint.  He would 
awaken the family at 
5:00 am for prayer 
together.  She said 
that he made it easy 
to feel loved by God.  
She went on to say her 
Dad was her ceiling, 
her roof, her covering 
(Psalm 91:1-6 & Eze-
kiel 16:8).     

She sang to him at the 
hospital bedside, try-
ing her best to get him 
to live but he kept 
coding.  As he left this 
life, she felt so naked 
and without a cover-
ing.  Her marriage 
had ended because of 
abuse and now her 
Dad was gone too, but 
in the midst of that 
pain, she heard a 
whisper,  “if you asso-
ciated your marriage 
to being your ceiling 
and your Dad to being 
your roof, then I’m 
the sky….. there’s no-

where you can go that I 
won’t cover you….”.  Her 
place of pain became an 
“alter of worship,” (her 
words, not mine) as she 
began thanking God for 
all His benefits (Psalm 
103:1-5) . 

A greeting card message 
reads, “being happy 
doesn’t make you grate-
ful but being grateful 
will make you hap-
py.” (Psalm 100:2-4) 

I remember my own 
time of grief and God’s 
love, strength, peace 
and kindness imparted 
to me.  So, with a glad 
heart I do His bidding 
and I forsake not the 
assembly.  In so doing, I 
express to God my grati-
tude and my love for 
Him. 

 

                  Love Always, 

             Sis. Rosie Drake 



·Pastor Robert Drake II  
and Family 

·Missionaries at ROW 

·Haiti Mission 

·Pastor David Mugalu 

·Uganda Mission 

·Nigeria Mission  

· Camille Carroll 

·Sis. Kimela Johnson 

· Sis. Catherine Lee 

· Zelda Morris   

·  Sis. Alice Sullivan 

· Sis. Annie Wells 
 

 

“Praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all persever-
ance and  supplication for all 
saints;” Eph.6:18 
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The Rivers 

Oh, what peace we 
often forfeit. Oh, 
what needless pains 
we bear, all because 

we do not carry, every-
thing to God in prayer. 

 
The Rivers of Water 

Church is a mission-

ary church with a 

world vision. 

doth go with thee; He 
will not fail thee, nor 
forsake 
thee.” (Deuteronomy 
31:6). No matter where 
we are in the world to-
day, we are not alone, 
for God is with us. When 
we feel overwhelmed 
and get discouraged 
from living in this world, 
let your heart be, “… 
fixed, trusting in the 
LORD.” (Psalm 112:7). 
Know that “…all things 
work together for 
good to them that 

love God…” (Romans 
8:28). Don’t get confused 
or worried by this world 
and its constant change, 
instead, turn to the Lord 
and stand upon His never
-changing Word.  “All 
scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for in-
struction in right-
eousness.” (II Timothy 
3:16).  
                                                                
Sis. Laura Sanchez 

There are wars and ru-
mors of wars in the 
world today.  Kids are 
going missing every day. 
Living, even in the Unit-
ed States, is getting 
harder and we might be 
tempted to despair, ex-
cept for the Word of 
God.  Saints, trust what 
He says, look up and re-
ceive strength. “Be 
strong and of a good 
courage, fear not, 
nor be afraid of 
them: for the LORD 
thy God, He it is that  

“And we know that 

all things work togeth-

er for good to them 

that love God, to 

them who are the 

called according to 

His purpose.” 

Romans 8:28 

Encourage My Soul:  Trusting the Lord 



· John Ward III          25 

· Christil Drake          26 

· Terence Sumrall       29 

Aldrick Jr. & Niesha Oliphant 

26 
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“All scripture is given 

by inspiration of God, 

and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, 

for correction, for 

instruction in 

righteousness: That 

the man of God may 

be perfect, throughly 

furnished unto all 

good works.”                  

II Timothy 3:16-17 

  Happy Birthday                                            Happy Anniversary             

Youth Corner 

· Wallace Hines III       1 

· Kevin McKenzie        22 

“For I the Lord thy 

God will hold thy 

right hand, saying 

unto thee, Fear not; 

I will help thee.”            

Isaiah 41:13  

I thank the Lord for His 
teaching.  When the 
Lord revealed to me how 
precious it is to learn 
and really get to know 
Him through the Word, 
I was able to appreciate 
it more.  I think of some 
of the missionary coun-
tries we pray for, where 
some yearn for just a 
bible, and we have 2 or 3 
of them.  The Lord has 
blessed us with a place 
to gather freely, lesson 
after lesson, teachers 
and preachers so that we 

can learn about Him. 
When sharing this 
knowledge with others, 
it feels so wonderful to 
be able to represent 
Jesus, to share Him 
with those who may 
not know.  I want to 
encourage the youth to 
continue learning from 
Him and allow Him to 
use us with what He’s 
taught us.  I remember 
I used to always say, 
“Man, I wish I knew all 
these stories, charac-
ters, and details that 

the other kids know”. He 
gave me my snowflake 
and she began to do a 
character study with us.  
Then, He made me a 
Sunday School teacher, 
where I can learn with 
the kids! It is such a 
blessing to be His child 
and I’m thankful for the 
way He loves us, even 
through His teaching. 
We have to love Him 
back! 

 

        Sis. Shelby Johnson 
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Have you considered being a missionary? Do you sense that 
God has a specific purpose, will and plan for you now  that you 
are born again? Need help getting started? Contact us at 607 
East Rogers St. Houston, TX 77022, 713-692-2525.  We’d like to 
help you. 

 
R I V E R S  O F  W A T E R  C H U R C H  

 

 

Missionary Call 

NBSM 

We’re on the Web!                    
http://nbsm-riversofwaterchurch.com/ 

 

 

 


